STANDS FOR QUALIFICATION

To produce stockpile-worthy pits while meeting strict health, safety, and environmental

regulations, the Laboratory modified its plutonium facility, acquired new equipment, developed
new fabrication technologies, and significantly improved existing engineering processes. Many
manufacturing procedures were upgraded to meet stringent stockpile specifications, and each
manufacturing step underwent rigorous quality control.

For each manufacturing procedure, the design agency at Los Alamos set
specifications and requirements. To meet them, each team developed a process
[\; qualification plan for operations. Before a manufacturing process could be
used for production, each process qualification plan and the results of the
plan had to be approved by the Los Alamos design agency. Pits for other
weapon systems in the stockpile will undergo the same process.

In the spirit of traditional Los Alamos teamwork, Laboratory

divisions came together in this complex effort. Participating
divisions included Chemistry, Engineering Sciences and
Applications, Materials Science and Technology, Nuclear

Materials Technology, Decision Applications, Supply Chain

Management, Health, Safety and Radiation Protection,
Facility and Waste Operations, and the Chief Financial
Office.
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